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MUSC Child Development Preschool is for children 3-5 years old. The hours are from 6:30am until 6:30pm. The program uses Creative Curriculum in the classroom. The classroom is set up in learning centers (library, dramatic play, sand and water table, science, toys & games, writing center, blocks, art, computer, etc) The children work their way through all the centers during discovery time. They also have small and large group activities throughout the day where they do circle time (weather, calendar, stories, thematic explanation, discussions, etc). The teachers observe and interact with the children in their centers and really try and enhance and enrich their experience with open ended questions to make the children think and expand their creations. The teachers change the theme weekly and a lesson plan is posted for you in the classrooms so you know what is going on. There are parent/teacher conferences two times a year. Not to say "your child is failing block building" but to let you know where on our developmental continuum your child is at and what areas we will focus on and what you can do at home to help out. The program is not an "academic" program where children will be made to write but given the pre-writing skills and the tools to begin writing. The preschool won't teach them to read but will emphasize left to right and print awareness. The program won't teach mathematics but set up experiences that give simple math and geometrical problems to solve. The teachers send home a daily report to let you know how your child's day was, how well they napped and ate and something about their daily experience. All the parents are on email and the monthly newsletter is sent via email. Parents have even listed grandparents, friends, aunts, etc on the email so pictures of what the children are doing and learning during the day can be sent out. The children go outside two times per day. MUSC Child Development Preschool provides two snacks, one in am and one in the pm and parents bring in the lunch. The children go down for nap from 1-3 each day and the cot and sheet is provided and parents bring in a small blanket and nap toy. Since the preschool is subsidized by MUSC we are able to provide MUCH lower ratios than other centers here in the area. SC licensing allows in the 3 year old room a 13:1 ratio and in the 4 year old room it is 18:1. Most centers run two classes together so that's normally 26:2 in one room for a 3 year old class. We follow NAEYC (National Association for the Education of Young Children) guidelines which is the national accreditation system for ratios and standards. Our ratios will never be higher than 9:1 no matter the age. MUSC Child Development Preschool is a pilot program so we will never have more than 27 children total until we move to a full size center. Our weekly tuition is $140 and for MUSC employees we offer payroll deduct. The center is located at 218 Ashley Ave and its convenience offers security for parents knowing their children are right down the street. The staff is highly educated with degrees ranging from Associates to Masters in Early Childhood Education with state mandated ongoing continued training yearly. For more information please contact Kim Hovren, Center Director, at 805-8133.
